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boats are long skiffs, some with sails and some with oars. Their prows rise erect
out of the water, and terminate in the figure of a bird or a quadruped; the centre,
and sometimes the stern, being covered by a light pavilion supported by elegant
gilt pillars. The idols, with the Brahmins and bayaderes, take their places in the
boats, which are ranged in order, and defile before the quays; and the songs and
noise of instruments, and the clamours of the crowd fill the air. The procession
on the water continues until sunset; when, immediately upon the disappearance
of the resplendent orb, the boats come to a standstill, and the idols are solemnly
flung into the waters of the sacred stream. But the festival does not terminate
there. The quays soon become full of light, fireworks burst out on all sides, and
boats ornamented with lanterns line the vast bay in every direction. Now it is
that the Europeans and the wealthy Hindoos in their turn enter their boats, and,
taking with them nautchnis and musicians, proceed to take part iu the night
fete, and enjoy the unrivalled spectacle afforded by this scene, worthy of the
Indian Venice.

Benares, although an English town, nevertheless possesses its rajah, a
representative of the ancient race of the kings of Kasi. This prince has, however,
only the bare title of king, without any of its attributes; and he contents
himself with enjoying like a true nobleman the very handsome fortune the
English have left to him. His palace, situated on the right bank of the Unges,
a league above the city, is a very picturesque group of edifices, crowning a
large wharf washed by the stream. I should have much liked to see this prince,
who is said to be very intelligent and amiable; all the more for his being the
first English rajah (they are so designated to distinguish them from the independent
sovereigns) I had met on my travels; but he had been absent for some days
on a journey, and I had to be satisfied with inspecting his fine residence of
Eamnuggur.